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Online Entrepreneur to Receive Prestigious Disability Leadership Award

Catharine McNally chosen for AAPD’s Paul G. Hearne award
WASHINGTON, DC – January 26, 2011 - The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is pleased to announce Catharine McNally has been selected for AAPD’s prestigious 2011 Paul G. Hearne Leadership Award.

McNally, of Arlington, VA, will be presented with her award, which is given to emerging leaders within the national cross-disability community, at the 2011 AAPD Leadership Gala on March 15 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington, DC. McNally, along with Jessica Lehman of Oakland, CA, was chosen by a national advisory committee to receive $10,000 to further her work in the disability community. AAPD’s 2011 Paul G. Hearne Leadership Award is supported in part by a grant from the Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation.
“Catharine McNally’s innovation using universal design shows with relative ease how possible it is to make facilities and programs accessible to people with disabilities,” said Acting AAPD President and CEO Helena Berger. “Her efforts are creating more inclusive environments everywhere.”
McNally is the co-founder and creative director for Keen Guides, a mobile application that provides accessible video tours of museums, colleges, and public venues with the objective of producing cultural experiences that appeal to everyone. The Keen Guides application, available on iPhone and Android devices, applies universal design principles to the travel sphere, offering an educational, entertaining, and accessible alternative to standard audio and live tours.  
"I am excited for the opportunity that the Hearne award makes possible, and ready for the challenge ahead,” McNally said. “I believe this award will provide the leverage I need to engage technology leaders, cultural arts professionals and advocates to increase opportunities for true accessibility for everyone, everywhere.”
McNally was inspired to create alternative tour materials when she herself asked for a Deaf friendly alternative at a museum and was given a lengthy transcript. Armed with an art history education from Wake Forest University and exposure to working on accommodations issues at venues including London’s Dali Universe museum, the Smithsonian Institution and the Kennedy Center, McNally used mainstream products to offer equal access to the area of cultural tourism. With Keen Guides, users can instantly download tours available in American Sign Language, Cued speech and closed captions for people with hearing impairments and audio description tours are available for people with sight disabilities.
McNally has served on the Board of Directors for the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing since 2009 and the National Cued Speech Association since 2008. In addition, she is the co-president for the Wake Forest University Washington, D.C. Alumni Club and a regular volunteer for the Junior League of Washington. 
For more information about the event, visit www.AAPD.com.
# # #

The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), the country's largest cross-disability membership organization, organizes the disability community to be a powerful force for change – politically, economically, and socially.  AAPD was founded in 1995 to help unite the diverse community of people with disabilities, including their family, friends and supporters, and to be a national voice for change in implementing the goals of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). To learn more, visit the AAPD website:  www.aapd.com.
